PATCHWORK                                        "A"
compartments, where it would have sullied the soil
and vitiated any food which might have been lying
about.
It's all bunkum anyway. Does not Gandhi him-
self eat with Europeans? Not European food, of
course, but with Europeans? The fantastic rigour
of these "collegiate" taboos is simply a method of
obstructing administration.
It is extremely difficult for me to inspect the place
and satisfy myself that it is comparatively clean from
the central courtyard.
I made the servants move the saucepans about
and bring them forward for me to examine. I put
up, in this way, two scorpions at the back of a quite
high-caste partition (the second on the left from the
west). I told D------to order the mess secretary of
that mess to reprimand their cook.
Just as I was leaving I turned back unexpectedly
and walked quickly east and came into view of the
last partition on the right in time to see the cook
squatting down and relieving himself on to a piece
of paper spread on the floor.
I did not wait for D------.
I stepped quickly in, past another cook who was
eating. I didn't give a damn for my shadow. I'm
Principal of this College and 111 go where I like
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